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the   New   World   to   redress   the   balance  of   the
Old.

A veteran  member of the  House of Lords, who
was in Canning's  time a Member  of the  House of
Commons, had the good fortune to be present when
Canning made his famous declaration.    Many years
ago he told a friend of the present writer that even
while   the   memorable words were passing through
Canning's lips there was a doubt among a  consider-
able  portion   of  the   Members   whether   the  words
were to be a climax or an anti-climax.    There was a
disposition, at first, to think that Canning was likely
to spoil, by what seemed to be a rhetorical conceit,
the  effect  of   his   previous   magnificent   sentences.
Some were already almost inclined to smile ; but the
eloquence and  the earnestness of the orator swept
all  before them ; and the concluding words  of the
passage became a climax as thrilling as the  House
of Commons has  ever known, and their effect was
recorded  by a burst of   applause again   and again
repeated.    More  than once it has happened with a
great parliamentary orator that there is a moment of
doubt whether one of his splendid passages is to be a
success or a failure, whether he is to lift the House to
his own  level,  or to find it fall away from him and
beneath him and so miss his best  effect.    Something
of   the   kind   is   told   of a   magnificent   passage   in
one of John Bright's speeches against the policy of
the Crimean War.    There was a moment when some
of his audience feared that his idea and the words
that  clothed it would  pass   over  the  heads of the
Members   and   so   be  misprised ;   and   an   intense
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